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TRADITIONAL BELIEFS AND PRACTICES OF THE LIANGMEI TRIBE WITH
REFERENCE TO BIRTH: AN ETHNO-HISTORICAL APPROACH

DR. TH. MINA DEVI*

* Assistant Professor of History Regional College. Lilong, Imphal West

ABSTRACT

The maofmrmdcrnncﬂmulalhdwlcaﬂalmhmﬂfcqchofu
individual from one status to another in a given society. It asually covers birth, marriage and death. Birth is
the first stage in the lifecycle of an individual. The birth ceremony of the Liangmeis comprises a number of
rites such as cutting the umbilical cord, tying the baby's neck, leg with a black thread, taking only plain
Jood By the mother, naming the child, fifth day Tajum Gibo ceremony etc.; the main objective of all these
rites are to secure the child and sometimes the mother from evil forces and diseases. After birth, the young
baby is developed, severed from the mother's body and becomes an independent individual. And the woman
also has become a socially responsible mother. On fifth day, a ceremony is observed in which a name is
m»wdunﬂm-mcawwhwnawqf&m. The fifth day
monydnwﬁaﬂo“«d&cﬂd“ﬂo[&mbm-pmmng
baby.

Keywords: Liangmeis, Birth ceremony, Tingwang, Kachapui, Tek Mumbkhaibo

INTRODUCTION

The Liangmei' are one of the oldest tribes of Manipur. Racially, they belong to the Mongoloid racial stock
and speak the Tibeto-Bunman language (Gricrson, 2000:477). The population of this tribe is found mainly in
Tamei sub-division of Tamenglong District, Manipur. These people arc found scattered also 1n the neigbouning
districts of Tamenglong District, namely Churachandpur District and Senapati District; outside the state of
Manipur, they are found inhabiting in Juluke, Dimapur of Kohima District of Nagaland and Hailakandi District of

Assam. The present article is a humble attempt to examine the traditional beliefs and practices of birth of the
Liangmci tnbe of Manipur.

METHOD AND MATERIALS

The present study has adopted cthno-historical approach. The data are based on available primary and
secondury materials of published works and also on interview reports.
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