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A Journey to the Past of Manipur:
Gambhir Singh’s Liberation
Efforts of Manipur

Th. Mina Devi

Manipur, one of the India’s north ecastern states is the home of
various ethnic groups and being a gateway to South East Asia,
was influenced by her geographical situation and ccology
in the shaping of her history and cultural development.
Geographically the area of Manipur is 22,327 sq. Km. and
possesses only 0.7 percent of the earth’s surface dl".l.‘il,' and she
is bounded by Assam (west), Nagaland (north), Mizoram and
Myanmar (séuth). Today, the state has 16 dist‘ricts !nfphal
West, Imphal East, Bishnupur, Thoubal, Kakching, ]nrnban;,
Churachadnpur, Ukhrul, Tamenglong,‘ Chandel, PS:na;‘::la;,
Kangpokpi, Noney, Tengnoupal, Kamjong ani. dc‘(:; m-
Manipur was at one time an independent mgI S
Southeast Asia. The article is a humble attempt to delve 1? ’
the contribution of Maharaja Gambhir Singh in the history O

Manipur. -
Manipur has a long history and very a“C‘_e“t Cfé‘}:'f:‘ﬁ:ﬁ’;
since time immemorial. The royal Chm“_‘de _ erents
Kumbaba’ recorded the coronation of kings, their ag“tec::c i

and important events of the kingdom The first his _
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The major problem ol CCONOmM e
with the development procegs, 15 the
over the region and across the social «:,._ :;mw”'y’ imbal
therefore, have to be dcvclopvd ilC(‘()r:;;' e,
potentials. The highest density of popula-t'mg to their grow
: : on, low leve
man ratio, relatively low Per capita income, f Dot
frequent floods followed by drought in Mani;;u(rxl)\d sesen
many .questions relating to poverty, unemployme;:e created
disparity and social inequality, which raise m::l'or‘ireg‘lon'al
favour of planning for the socio-economic Phrggin
people, especially the poor and down-trodden people. The
present .study attempts to identify the degree of imbalar;ce in
mc gn?\ﬁ.rth and reviews the planning schemes for the
:::: c;ri!a\lp:(c)t in i:lancing the social inequality. It also
-mfm waed ma p.overty alleviation programme a
. ansformation.

N\:I:z area is confined to Manipur valley; and it
Nuof th:m““d two-thirds of Manipur population in
Wer State area. The districts like Imphal East and
-4 Bishnupur and eight community development
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